Youth Rescue Initiative – Brochure Copy
Share in one of the most important efforts of our time. Build the future.
Panel 1 (Mission)
It’s the children of today that fulfill the promise of tomorrow, and it is through involvement with educational projects and extracurricular programs from a young age that the next generation is able to develop the skills and attitude necessary to succeed and contribute to a better society. 
However, due to a decline in proper initiative and institutional breakdown in parts of Louisiana and New Orleans, a counterculture of disenfranchised youth has emerged, a group weakened by flawed public education and often unaddressed by a disintegrating state judicial system that is unable to mete out appropriate consequences for criminal activity.  Corruption is a powerful tool for driving out business and making it difficult for businesses to establish themselves—in turn denying adolescents meaningful jobs and a more promising outlook.
With the establishment of the Youth Rescue Initiative, we reintroduce hope as we work toward our goal: empowering the youths of New Orleans. 
The YRI is an effort to target at-risk youth in the greater New Orleans area, with objectives of building character, adding structure to the day-to-day life of young New Orleanians, instilling discipline, and creating opportunity within all the ranks of children in the city, thus increasing the quality of life for every citizen in every neighborhood.
Panel 2 (Triangle and Explanation)
Without the proper foundation, the juveniles of this region are condemned to wander through life unequipped with the social tools necessary to function in the greater community.  Conflict resolution and skill sets for career paths are never developed, making it impossible to find suitable jobs. Eventually, the choice between gainful employment and a life in the crime-ridden, drug-filled streets is made for them as opportunity closes its doors with the progression of time and lack of qualification.
There is an irrefutable correlation between ascension of age and growing violence in underprivileged youth. As they reach their late teens, the level and lethality of violence and criminal activity increases almost exponentially; by the alarming age of 16, the apex for potential harm is almost reached. 
Law enforcement targets these adolescents who engage in violence, but the process debilitates these officials and takes away from the community, with a cycle that starts with the arrest of the teen and progresses on to prosecution, conviction, and ultimately, incarceration. But unfortunately, this system is ineffective in New Orleans—there are too many other at-risk youths ready to take the offender’s place.
Others in the strategic piece, along with the police at the base of the triangle, include politicians, education personnel, recreation, businesses, the clergy, the media, and parole and truancy teams. These groups are the people with the power to marshal resources to provide opportunity, structure, and discipline to at-risk youths at a much younger age, and it is with you, the basis of the New Orleans community, that the YRI can develop and fund programs designed to build skills and teach function to children as grow into adulthood. 
Panel 3 (Benefits and Solutions)
The Youth Rescue Initiative is determined to help today’s children overcome their struggle and push them into a world where any future is possible. By identifying population centers with troubled youths and finding program gaps through domain mapping, the YRI will be able to determine what projects need development and focus resources in that direction.
Recreation is an important part of healthy child development, but sadly, since Hurricane Katrina’s destruction of many of our already limited recreational facilities, free time is spent idle. The YRI aims to bring back social learning, reconstituting pre-existing recreational facilities or initiating new construction in transitional neighborhoods. 
To take it even further, the YRI seeks to fund the rehabilitation of storm-devastated homes in the areas adjacent to the new sports fields and pools for the establishment of community centers, bringing forth a sense of community identity and encouraging resident involvement and pride in these areas. The renovated buildings will then be donated to “neighborhood action committees” and/or the struggling city office of the New Orleans Recreational Department, and serve as venues for YRI-funded programs like parental training, entrepreneurial business seminars, and personal wellness classes.
Continuing education is very important, but equally vital is primary education. The YRI recognizes this, and looks to support the current school system by partnering with organizations like the Louisiana National Guard and revitalizing programs such as the New Orleans Police Cadet Program, to better teach life skills and the discipline needed to succeed. After-school tutoring programs will also play a big role in shaping young minds, providing a peaceful and productive setting for personal enrichment.
By remaining independent while partnering with other agencies, the YRI will be able to work with the best in the field for each particular effort, adapt quickly, and move forward with minimal bureaucracy, continuously striving for cost-effective, efficient progress and tangible results. Building upward is a collaborative effort, and it will be through individual generosity and private donation that it can be achieved.
With your help, we can all work together towards a greater New Orleans. 
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